Dear Planning Commission Member Jan 19, 2014
Maribeth Counard

The time is coming when Walmart will again meet with citizens to tell us what we
need in Green Bay, what good neighbors they are, and how much their tax dollars
will help us out. The truth is that Walmart is a very bad neighbor.

I want to share with you a couple of items | recently discovered about just how
untrue all their propaganda is. Walmart will take tax dollars away from our
community.

Walmart’s 300 workers in a super-center will cost our community from $700,000
to $900,000 per year in food stamps, housing assistance, heating subsidies, and
Medicaid (Badger Care). In addition, Walmart will use every possible tactic to get
us to use our public tax dollars, to support them.

With your help, Mayor Schmitt has done wonders with the downtown area on the
East side of the river, and with your continuing help, he can do the same for the
West side of the river. Let’s give him a chance to develop a beautiful downtown
on both sides of the river. Let’s keep Walmart Out.

Please vote NO to Walmart. And please do it soon. So we can move on as a City.

We don't need Wal@art in Green Bay.
ik S Vaw IQWH//

Judith J. Van Ryzin
vnryznho@yahoo.com



~From a publication by Walmart Watch, a campaign of the Center for Community
and Corporate Ethics, a non-profit organization studying the impact of large
corporations on society. 2005.

Here is the conclusion of their 24 page report, which you can find quickly online at
Walmart Watch.

The end result of Walmart’s mid-90’s restructuring promoted by Ernst & Young
is that Walmart has cost states millions of dollars in revenue by paying rent to
itself, and then deducting that rent from its state tax bills.

Walmart should pay its fair share of the tax dollars that support public schools,
police and fire departments, and the public highways used to transport its
merchandise from distribution centers to its stores across the country.

The company must be stopped from shifting its burden onto small businesses
and individual taxpayers simply because it has the resources and the expensive
tox odvisors who have instructed them in how to do so.

Over time, Walmart has pursued and utilized new tax avoidance strategies os
states more aggressively take the company to task for its current ones, One can
only imagine the multitude of tax avoidance strategies still being used, not yet

- uncovered by state revenue departments or the media.

The current state of the economy and budget crises in states around the country
provide an incentive for states to close these corporate tax loopholes, examing
Walmart’s tax strategies in their respective states and ensure Walmart pays its
fair share of taxes.
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